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The globalized capitalist economic system, with its market economy 
based on ongoing growth and a tireless search for income maximization, 
is continually debated because it has caused widespread suffering to people’s 
lives. The voices rising against the current economic paradigm come both 
from economics and its own field, as well as from the realms of political 
philosophy and Christian thinking, as is the case in this book. The state 
of the current economy is analyzed from these three outlooks, and the 
Catholic Church’s Social Doctrine tenets are used to posit a number of 
reforms that would turn the world’s economic system into a person-
centric economy. It is amazing to find that the traditional Christian 
thinking is challenging today’s economic system and trying to find current 
solutions to dilemmas presented by the crisis, with these solutions actu-
ally match those provided by perspectives viewed as more innovative, 
like the paradigm underlying Social Innovation, Social Economic, or 
Collaborative Economic. 
The book Una economía al servicio de la persona comprises the 
lectures delivered in Sant Julià de Lòria (Andorra Principality) on July 
4, 2014, at the Conference organized by the Urgell Diocese’s Càtedra de 
Pensament Cristià (Christian Thinking Department) and chaired by 
Monsignor Joan-Enric Vives. Lecturers included antonio argandoña, 
economics professor and head of the La Caixa Corporate Responsibility 
and Governance department at IESE; carlos losada, tenured professor 
at ESADE, where he also served as General Director in 2000-2010, and 
Francesc torralba, philosophy professor at Universidad Ramon Llull, 
where he also chairs the Ethos department, and head of Urgell Diocese’s 
Christian Thinking department. 
The book’s goal is to “lay the groundwork for a new economy that 
draws inspiration from ethics and really stands for an advancement towards 
individuals’ and peoples’ development” (book Prologue, p. 7). The no-
tions of common good economy, corporate social responsibility, and gift 
economy are the building blocks chosen to set the foundations for this 
new economy. Monsignor Joan-Enric stresses that, from the authors’ 
viewpoint, “the economy should serve all human beings and draw from 
the principles of social justice, freedom, and respect for human dignity 
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and the Earth’s integrity”. This goal should be complemented by the 
authors’ intention to show that the Catholic Church’s Social Doctrine 
provides the keys to find a solution for today’s economic, financial, an-
thropological, and social crisis. 
For a Christian thinking theoretical framework, the three authors 
primarily rely on the ideas set forth by the Catholic Church’s Social 
Doctrine (henceforth, DSI, for its Spanish acronym), which describe 
the norms and principles regarding humanity’s social, political and 
economic reality based on the Catholic Church’s Gospel and Teachings; 
Caritas in Veritate (2009, in English, Charity in Truth), an encyclical 
by Pope Benedict XVI largely focusing on overall human development 
in charity and truth, and Evangelii gaudium (2013, in English, The 
Joy of the Gospel), an apostolic exhortation by Pope Francis that, in 
addition to discussing the Gospel’s missionary announcement and its 
links to Christian joy, addresses issues like consumption in the capital-
ist society. 
The three texts explore avenues of thought that merge into the same 
direction, pointing to the bases of the Catholic Church’s Social Doctrine 
as necessary to solve society’s current economic and anthropological 
crisis. The authors, who share a professional profile, serving as univer-
sity faculty members with leading positions in their affiliation centers, 
align their ideas in these papers, making a compelling case in their analy-
sis of the application of Christian thinking to the economic realm. 
Antonio Argandoña has written the first of these texts, entitled, ¿Una 
economía del bien común? In it, he discusses the “common good” notion 
in DSI and explores its practical application in government. Argandoña 
regards the liberal doctrines and policies adopted as primary traits in the 
current economic and financial crisis. These policies have implied, on the 
one hand, an anthropological view of autonomous individuals pursuing 
their own interests in their decision making, and, on the other hand, a 
notion of society as the mere aggregation of individuals. He confronts 
this view of persons with the Christian outlook of individuals “finding 
self-realization in interpersonal relationships” and not just convenience-
based attachments. DSI views common good as “the set of social life 
conditions that make it possible for associations and every one of their 
members to accomplish their own perfection more fully and easily” (p. 
28). The author does not regard this notion as an abstract concept that 
cannot be practiced in public policy management. For him, this is not a 
technical criterion but one of a higher order “that indicates the conditions 
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to be met by the policies, projects or actions formulated so that they can 
contribute to the fuller and easier accomplishment of perfection by the 
people addressed or affected by these initiatives” (p. 30). Thus, it should 
be construed as a dynamic balance condition for public and private deci-
sions, with the real good viewed as economic but also moral and social. 
While Argandoña notes that the notion of common good does not force 
the acceptance of all Christian anthropology extremes, it does require the 
acknowledgement of some of its basic assumptions. Despite the fact that 
the author argues that this is a practical concept, after reading this text a 
number of doubts may emerge concerning its practical implications. To 
the extent that power distribution continues to favor groups with social 
and economic privileges, their ability to consider what the common good 
is will supersede that of the groups whose voices remain unheard. In turn, 
Argandoña states that this dialectics is not necessary among people, as the 
common good is universal and pre-established for all. 
Carlos Losada has written the second text, entitled La responsabilidad 
de la empresa de hoy. He starts off with a brief review of humanity’s 
poverty index throughout history and up to the present. He points to 
the beginning of the industrial age and the creation of businesses as a 
milestone in poverty reduction. Companies emerge as major instruments 
to escape poverty, but, at the same time, they can have very perverse 
effects, as has been proven. It is imperative to analyze the type of com-
panies needed to enable their beneficial effects and to avoid their adverse 
outcomes. The author focuses on the analysis of the corporate social 
responsibility (henceforth, CSR) notion and its boundaries –often 
blurry as a result of other associated concepts, like corporate philan-
thropy, corporate citizenship, etc. However, Losada states that CSR 
refers to the essence of business operations. He shares the opinion of 
ESADE’s Professor Josep M. Lozano, who argues that, when talking 
about responsibility, it is more important to discuss how companies make 
money than how they spend it. Later, the author asks how to pursue a 
sound CSR that favors a common good economy and is not reduced to 
mere social marketing. To answer this question, he introduces the ‘gen-
eral theory of change’, noting that, in order for social transformations 
to take place, every action intended for this purpose has to point in the 
same direction with its conviction, convenience and compulsion. The 
author relies on this theory to review the elements required to manage 
a correct execution of a CSR strategy. The conviction implies an aware-
ness of the need for the company to have the desired behaviors, as well 
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as the need for those behaviors to also be convenient and profitable, as 
companies should survive over time. Finally, the compulsion must be 
achieved by means of internal normative systems that force companies 
to execute the desired behaviors. This application of a change theory to 
CSR strategy execution proves interesting, but greater conceptual devel-
opment seems to be lacking. 
Finally, Francesc Torralba has written the third text, entitled, De una 
economía del ego a una economía del don, which initially addresses the 
current crisis as an opportunity to reflect on its structural causes and as-
sociated values. To this end, the author explores the links between eco-
nomics and ethics, delving deeper than his predecessors on the Catholic 
Church’s Social Doctrine, with numerous references to the ideas put forth 
by Popes John Paul II, Benedict XVI and today’s Pope Francis. He in-
troduces the notion of ‘instrumental rationality’ as a cornerstone to un-
derstand the current economic rationale, which intends to draw the 
greatest yield of every object with a business interest. Unlike ‘instrumen-
tal logic’, which involves severe injustices, the ‘logic of gift’ provides 
another approach posited by Benedict XVI and based on the gratuitous-
ness principle. This proposition does not reject the economic logic; 
rather, it argues that the economic logic should be expanded to incorpo-
rate selfless gifts to “transcend pure personal interest and an instrumental 
view of the world” (p. 52). Torralba does not deem the ‘capitalist’ 
model as harmful per se – this will depend on how it is construed and 
where its boundaries are established; as a result, he advocates freedom 
with rules. He underscores the need to revisit the Christian notions of 
‘subsidiarity’ and ‘solidarity’ and their implications for the market 
economy as well as the State’s relationship with them. Subsidiarity de-
mands the solution of social problems at their most immediate level, 
without opposing State intervention, as States have to create favorable 
conditions for free economic activities. It is, however, an anti-totalitarian 
principle. The notion of solidarity argues that the State should set 
boundaries for parties’ autonomy in order to guarantee the defense of the 
weakest groups. Ethic market regulation requires norms that prevent an 
arbitrary freedom that only favors the most powerful elites. The author 
points out that “human dignity must be protected from market freedom”. 
He upholds the social market economy model outlined by the Catholic 
Church’s Social Doctrine, with a global economy that draws away from 
instrumentalism, mercantilism, a rationale that solely pursues maximiza-
tion – i.e., the characteristics of the ego economy that threatens human 
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dignity. Human dignity is an end in itself, and human beings “should 
become neither consumption beings nor production beings” (p. 66). 
Out of the three texts in the book, the last one is the longest and most 
loaded with ideas. However, it is also the most abstract in terms of the 
practical indications presented for changes in desirable behaviors to build 
a person-centric economy. 
The book also includes a final text that reviews twenty-four ideas from 
Pope Francis’ economic thinking –many of them explored in some of 
the preceding texts. 
To wrap up this review, it seems convenient to highlight, once again, 
that the consistencies between some of the ideas posited by the Catholic 
Church’s Social Doctrine and those introduced by social economics –ei-
ther from its academic realm (Johane Mair, Paul Tracy, Felipe Santos) 
and its professional domain (Greg Dees, Muhammad Yunus, Ashoka, 
Skoll Foundation) – are remarkably interesting. This book sheds a light 
on the problems brought about by the economic and financial crisis, as 
well as its repercussions on people’s lives. While it provides some guide-
lines, we hope that future editions will offer more practical advancements.
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